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TEXT: 


AL00008 3242240Z 
PB HQ BS NK 
DE AL 

P 202200Z NOV 86 

FM SAC, ALBANY (9A-NEW) (RUC) 

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (PRIORITY) 

SAC, BOSTON (9A-NEW) (PRIORITY) 
SAC, NEWARK (PRIORITY) 

BT 

UNCLAS 


JOSEPH RALPH MCGINNISS-VICTIM; 


POSSIBLE EXTORTION MATTER, 00: BOSTON. 

FOR THE INFORMATION OF THE BUREAU AND RECEIVING OFFICES, 
CAPTIONED MATTER INITIALLY BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF BUREAU 
AGENTS AT THE RUTLAND, VERMONT RESIDENT AGENCY THROUGH 


NOVA, A WELL-KNOWN NOVELIST AND CLOSE ASSOCIATE OF 


MCGINNISS *, WHO IS ALSO A VICTIM IN ALBANY CASE 9A-L369, CAPTIONED 
**UNSUB;[ 


NOVA-VICTIM; 


VICTIM; EXTORTION, 00: ALBANY". 
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Thi, INITIAL RnFiiREfjJ^ Vo MCGINNISS WAS FURNISO^BY NOVA 
l>N NOVEMBER L4, L-986, AMD WAS CLARIFIED BY TELEPHONIC CONTACT 
WITH MCGINNISS ON NOVEMBER L7, L986. MCGINNISS, A WHITE MALE 
BORN DECEMBER 9, L942 A J NE^JYO^ CITY IS THE AUTHOR OF "FATAL 
VISION", A BEST SELLING NOVEL PUBLISHED IN SEPTEMBER, L983, WITH 
THREE MILLION VOLUMES SOLD WORLDWIDE. MCGINNISS’ WORKWAS ALSO 
THE SUBJECT OF AN /bC PRODUCED MINI SERIES. ALTHOUGH jfc&lrfNISS 
SERVES AS A PART-TIME INSTRUCTOR IN THE LITERATURE DEPARTMENT, 
BENNINGTON COLLEGE, BENNINGTON, VERMONT, HE RESIDES AT 42 SOUTH 
STREET, WILLIAMSTOWN, MASSACHUSETTS, TELEPHONE NUMBER (4L3)458- 

8628, AND THEREFORE THE FOLLOWING IS SET FORTH FOR THE INVESTI- 

% 

GATIVE ASSISTANCE OF BOSTON. 

MCGINNISS’ RECENT LITERARY EFFORTS INVOLVE A BOOK DETAILING 


THE LIFE OF 



WHO WAS CONVICTED OFI 


ACCORDING TO MCGINNISS, 


WAS PREVIOUSLY EMPLOYED IN THE 



BUSINESS AND BASED UPON 


9/1-93 7S ' / 
Mi 







^A-WEW, PAGE Tilil.-'E, UNCLAS 

RESEARCH FOR THE NEW BOOK INVOLVED MCGINNISS ESTABLISHING A 


CLOSE WORKING RELATIONSHIP WITH 



AN ASSISTANT COUNTY 


PROSCUTOR WITH THE OCEAN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY PROSECUTORS OFFICE. 

NBC IS NEGOTIATING WITH MCGINNISS'S AGENT IN NEW YORK CITY TO 
PRODUCE A MINI SERIES ON HIS NEW BOOK. * : ' 

THE POTENTIAL EXTORTION OF MCGINNISS RELATES TO A SERIES OF 
TELEPHONE CALLS AND THE RECEIPT OF A LETTER AT MCGINNISS' 
WILLIAMSTOWN, MASSACHUSETTS RESIDENCE DURING OCTOBER, L986. 

THE INTITAL TELEPHONE CALL RECEIVED BY MCGINNISS OCCURRED 
DURING MID-OCTOBER, L986 WHEN AN INDIVIDUAL WHO IDENTIFIED HIMSELF 
AS TELEPHOND MCGINNISS TO ADVISE |~ |HAD RECENTLY 


HAD RECENTLY 


ACQUIRED RIGHTS TO| 


1GINNISS SHOULD NEGOTIATE 


WITH □□FOR THESE RIGHTS. MCGINNISS REFUSED TO CONSIDER! 
ATTEMPT AND WAS ADVISED "I'M SORRY OUR PATHS WILL CROSS IN A 
NEGATIVE WAY". 


DURING LATER OCTOER, L986, MCGINNISS RECEIVED A SECOND 
TELEPHONE CALL FROM AN INDIVIDUAL IDENTIFYING HIMSELF AS I 

_ WHO MADE REFERENCE TO | ~| PBEVXOUS TELEPHONE CALL 

AND THEN ADVISED MCGINNISS THAT HE WAS CONCERNED RELATIVE TO THE 
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9A-NEW, PAGE FOUR, UNCLAS 

OSTENSIVE DIRECTION WHICH MCGINNISS'S BOOK WAS TAKING, SINCE 
ALLEGEDLY POSSESSEDINFORMATION FAVORABLY TO 


WHICH SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN MCGINNISS' NEW BOOK. MCGINNISS 
AGAIN REFUSED TO HAVE ANY*INVOLVEMENT IN THE EFFORT AND 


STATED "OUR PATHS ARE GONNA PASS SOMEWHERE DOWN THE 


ROAD. SORR IT HAS TO BE IN A NEGATIVE WAY." 

MCGINNISS NEXT RECEIVED A LETTER ALLEGEDLY WRITTEN BY 

WHICH WAS DATED OCTOBER L7, L986, AND MADE REFERENCE 

AGAIN 


TO THE PREVIOUS TELEPHONE CALL. IN THE LETTER 
ATTEMPTED TO INFLUENCE MCGINNISS. 

RESIDENCE ADDRESS AS 


FURNISHED HIS 


TELEPHONE NUMBER 


THE LETTER INCLUDED 


A TELEPHONE NUMBER FOR 


AS 


ON NOVEMBER L2, L986, MCGINNISS SPOKE WITH 


AT 


THE OCEAN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY'S PROSECUTOR'S OFFICE AND WAS ADVISED 
SUBSEQUENT CONTACT WITH THE ESSEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY PROSECUTOR'S 
OFFICE DETERMINED AN INDIVIDUAL BY HE NAME OF I 


WAS RECENTLY RELEASED FROM PRISON; WAS A SUSPECT 


].] 


WAS DESCRIBED TO MCGINNISS AS 
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9LA-NEW, PAGE FIVE, UNCLAS 

THE RECEIPT OF THE BACKGROUND INFORMATION ALARMED 
MCGINNISS, WHICH IN TURN PROMPTED HIS CONTACT WITH BUREAU AGENTS. 

THE ABOVE IS FURNISHED TO THE BUREAU FOR INFORMATION VALUE 
BASED UPON MCGINNISS'S NOTORIETY. 

BOSTON DIVISION 

AT WILLIAMSTOWN, MASSACHUSETTS: 

ESTABLISH CONTACT WITH MCGINNIS TO SECURE THE BUREAU'S INTEREST 
RELATIVE TO A OTENTIAL VIOLATION OF THE EXTORTION STATUTE. 

NEWARK DIVISION 

AT BELVILLE, NEW JERSEY: 

DEVELOPE APPROPRIATE DESCRETE BACKGROUND RELATIVE Tp | 

AND | ] aND FURNISH SAME TO BOSTON. SECURE DESCRIPTIVE DATA TO 

THE ESSEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY PROSECUTOR'S OFFICE AND SUBMIT THE 
APPROPRIATE IDENT DIVISION RECORD REQUESTS (FD-9). 



































Field File No. . 
00 and File No.. 


- <£1 7<y - Ml 


tT-te/r& 


From_ 







By 





(Name of Special Agent) 


To Be ReturnedD Yes 

* 

□ Yes 
• □ No 


Receipt Given □ Yes 

Grand Jury Material - Disseminate 
Only Pursuant to Rules 6(e), 
Federal Rules of Criminal 
Procedure 


Description: 












FD-340 (Rev. 4-2-85) 


Field File No. 


Serial # of Originating Document —,-- 

00 and File No. 1 

Date Received _ i-Lli - - 1 il 1-0 — 


From 


(Name of Contributor) 


(Address of Contributor) 


By 


fCihz anH .Qiatol 





(Name of Special Ag 

ent) 


To Be Returned □ Yes DiNcr Receipt Given □ Yes B'No 

Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6(e), Federal Rules 
of Criminal Procedure □ Yes O'No 



Reference: 


(Communication Enclosing Material) 
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FO-340 (Rsv. 4-23-82) 



Field File No. 
00 and File No. 




To Be ReturnedD Yes 



□ Yes 

□ No 


Receipt Given □ Yes 



Grand Jury Material - Disseminate 
Only Pursuant to Rules 6(e), 
Federal Rules of Criminal 
Procedure , 







FD-340 (Rev. 4-2-85) 


Field File No. 


Serial § of Originating Document 


VVI IWI U V • VI 

00 and File No. 

/a & ) 

Date Received 


From 



(Name of Contributor) 

- 

(Address of Contributor) 

By 

. (City and State) 

/l i__ _ t n_■ i a _x\ 


(Name of Special Agent) 


To Be Returned □ Yes □ No Receipt Given □ Yes □ No 

Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6(e),Federal Rules 
of Criminal Procedure □ Yes □ No 

Title: 


Reference: 


(Communication Enclosing Material) 
Description:!}^ Original notes re interview of 
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FD-340 (Rev. 4-2-85) 


* * 

Field File No. - 

Serial # of Originating Document _ 

00 and File No. .fLfrz: < IAH. 

Date Received U sL p _ 

From _ ^l./h _ 

(Name of Contributor) 


(Address of Contributor) 


Bv 


(City and State) 

(N 

ame of Special Agent) 


To Be Returned □ Yes CUfo Receipt Given □ Yes &No 


Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6(e), Federal Rules 
of Criminal Procedure S'Yes □'No 


Titld 




Reference- 

(Communication Enclosing Material) 


Description: QX 

Iriainal notes re interview of 
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INBOX.2 (|1338) 

TEXT: 

NK0016 3252346 
RR HQ BS 
DE NK 

R 3252346Z NOV 86 

FM NEWARK (9A-3999) (P) (C-l) 

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (ROUTINE) 

BOSTON (ROUTINE) 

BT 

UNCLAS 

L _ 

JOSEPH RALPH MCGINNIS-VICTIM; 



POSSIBLE 


EXTORTION MATTER; 00: BOSTON 

RE: ALBANY TELETYPE TO BUREAU, NOVEMBER 20, 1986. 

RECORDS OF THE NEW JERSEY BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY REFLECT 
TELEPHONE NUMBER I 


TO BE UNASSIGNED. THE SUBSCRIBER 


TO (201) 429-7770 IS RUG CLEANERS, 23 WILLET STREET, BLOOMFIELD, 
NJ. 


NEW JERSEY DMV RECORDS REFLECT A 
RESIDENCE 


BORN 


STATE AND FEDERAL CCH CHECKS NEGATIVE RE 
NEWARK UNABLE TO IDENTITY SUBJECT 


THROUGH DMV CHECKS. 
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INDICES 

CfFOlMS 

□ NEGATIVE 

□ SA 

✓^INITIALS: 


□ GENERAL 

□ NEGATIVE 

□ SA 
INITIALS: 










PAGE TWO, 9A-3999, UNCLAS 


NEWARK INDICES CONTAIN SEVERAL POSSIBLE REFERENCES RE SUBJECTS; 
HOWEVER THESE ARE UNABLE FOR REVIEW AT PRESENT TIME. 

BT 

\ 




/ 

^ , 











FD-36 (Rev. 8-26-82) 

v 

& 

V TRANSMIT VIA: 

□ Teletype 

□ Facsimile 

□ Ai rh<=>l 


, FBI 

PRECEDENCE: •* 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 

□ Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLASEFTO 

□ UNCLAS 

12 // 0/86 


TO: 

FROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBI . 

SAC; BOSTON (9A-4375) (P) (SPRINGFIELD -RA) (C-4) 



11 / 22 / 86 . 


JOSEPH RALPH McGINNISS-VICTIM; 

POSSIBLE EXTORTION MATTER; 

(00: BS) 

ReALtel to Bu, 11/20/86; and Newark tel to BS, 


Enclosed for receiving offices are the following 
xeroxed documents: 


1. Letter addressed to froml 

2. Letter addressed to JOE McGINNISS from 

3. Letter "Agreement" between 



-- 4. A letter addressed to 

and a 17 page "Treatment" McGINNISS submitted to l 

For the information of those Divisions not in receipt 
of above referenced communications, the following is submitted 
for background purposes: 

2-Bureau 
2-New York 
2-Los Angeles 
2-New Orleans 
2-Newark (9A-3999) 

-1-Albany (Information) 

2/-Boston 

J 

MJS:lsg 

(M) X. 


Approved: 

Transmitted 

(Number) (Time) 
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BS 9A-4375 


Victim McGINNISS is a white male, DOB: 12/9/42, POB: 

New York City, who is author of "Fatal Vision", a best selling 
novel published in September, 1983, enjoying a circulation of 
more than three million volumns sold Worldwide. The McGINNISS 
manuscript was also sold to NBC as a T.V. mini-series. McGINNISS 
currently resides at 42 South Street, Williamstown, 

Massachusetts, telephone 413-458-8628 and is also employed in the 
Literature Department as a part-time instructor at BENNINGTON 
COLLEGE, Bennington, Vermont. 


McGINNISS' • recent literary efforts involve a book _ 

detailing thA H-f o r> f | | 

^ who was co nvicted off ] 

1/as previously employed 


in thel 


I Accordin cTto McGINNISSJ 


business and based unonf 




Research for the new book i nvolved McGIN NISS 


establishing a close working relationship withP | an 

Assistant County Prosecutor with the OCEAN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 
PROSECUTOR'S OFFICe. NBC is negotiating with McGINNISS' agent in 
New York City to produce a mini-series on his new book. 


The potential extortion of McGINNISS relates to a 
series of telephone calls and the receipt of a letter at 
McGINNISS' Williamstown, Massachusetts residence during October, 
1986. 
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b7C 


The initial telephone call received by McGINNISS 
occurred during mid-octobar. i986, when an individual who 
identified himself as| tele phoned mcgtn ntss to advise 

|_|had recently acquired rights tn f 


McGINNISS 

McGINNISS 


should negotiate w ithI 


refused to consider!__....__ 

"I'm sorry our paths will cross in a negative way." 




story and 


for these rights, 
attempt and was advised 


b6 


During later October, 1986, McGINNISS received r a_secotid b7c 

te l ephone , call from an individual i denti fying himself as 

Iprevic 


^previous telephone call 


. who made reference tof_ |jr __ c ___ 

""ancTThen advised McGINNISS that he was concerned relative to the 
ostensivf direction which McGINNISS• book was taking, since 
allegedly possessed information favorably to| 


<■>***>* 


2 








t 




v. 


> 


t 


* 



BS 9A-4375 


which should be included in McGINNISS' new book. Mcstnntss again 
refused to have any involvement in the effort and I I stated 

"our paths are gonna pass.somewhere down the road. Sorry it has 
to be in a negative way." 


-. McGINNISS next received a letter allegedly written by 

_Iwhich was dated October 17, 1986, a nd made re ference to 

the previous telephone call. In tljie letter. J I again 


attempted to influen ce McGINNISS 
residence address aaf 


-il_,_l ^ 

l-fiirmghpr} hi 


_, telephon^J 

included a telephone number for 


as 


The letter 


On 12/12/86, McGINNISS spoke with 
OCEAN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY PROSECUTOR'S OFFICE and was advised 


It 


the 


w ----- “ 

subsequent contact with the ESSEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY prosecu tor «i 
OFFICE^ determined an individual by the name ofj | waa 

recently released -F-rnni nHcnn* wag a gmuaaalJ 


I I was described to McGINNISS a^ 


b6 

b 7 C 


. , 0n 11/28/86, McGINNISS was contacted by Bureau Agent at 

his residence whereupon he furnished the following additional 
information: 


4 t .4 ^ McGINNISS advised as opp osed to his book "F atal vision" 

in which his primary focus is upon| | Mc GINNISS 

intends to develop not only the m‘rnmnqtannag imrnl-iHr>rtT 
arranging for I _ 

I ~ . ' I ^>ut further intends to devel op a wy-H pH of 

information relating to a number of individuals within a 
socio/political framework that may possibly be influenced by 
organized crime. 


.. , MCGINNI SS advised he is currently negotiating with 

th-ronch hie; Arrpnb I 


_telephone. 

series" production relati ve to this book. 


r 


IteC, 


was recently contacted by 
fnr nrp —-B urbank, Cal iforArar 


regarding a "mini- 
McGINNISS arivi’seH bp 


. telephone f 

an individual identifying himself as. 

in a very threatening voice stating, '"You can't'go ahead and do 
this movie, if you do this, you'll be very sorry." 


sing mm one or ner employee's, 
Jrqceivfiti a telephone call from 
who spoke to her 


Jo 6 
blC 

i ' 
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BS 9A-4375 


McGINNISS a dvised he was most concerned about the fact 
that either | | and l I or individuals representing 

themselves as one of these individuals have contacted him 
telephonica3.lv. have written to him; have contacted his agent's 

attorney,_ I have contacted his publisher's 

attorney, G.P. PUTNAM PUBLISHING COMPANY, 200 

Madison Avenue, new York, New York; and have also contacted NBC 

in an attempt to influence the publication of the book,_ 

McGINNISS stated during his initial co nversation with ! l and 

subsequent conversa tion with | | it was his impression 

_ t _|were representing themselves as wr iters _ 

possessing information that could be most helpful to I 
and his anticipated appeal, however, McGINNISS stated based on 
all that has happened in the last month and a half, he is quite 
concerned as to the direction this entire matter is taking. 

In suggesting a motive for this activity, McGINNISS 
stated the issue is very complex, however, some of the most 
significant considerations in the onin-ion nf McGINNISS is the 

fa ?J ___._I was picked up by the 

authorities shortly after the | j whprgnnon 

she advised the author! +• i «=>« »<•>** rn-nw n-irH ^^fidc in her 

the factsj-■ __ she also 

furnisheq_|with the name of a man named I I who mav 

be able to assist him in this endeavor. McGINNISS advised within 
two (2) weeks | | was dismissed as suspect and was never 

charged in the murder. McGINNISS is of the strong opinion this 
OCCUrre d becau se of heT- fnrmor affa-tr- 4-u c 

name ofl I the _ _ 

I T McGINNISS advlsed l I is very concerned about 

the publication in its current form. 


up by the 
^whereupon 
ide in her 
she also 
I who may 


_McGINNISS advised throug hout the tri al. | _ 

_._,__!_| lived at I horns withl 

I with thej l o f a n individual named! P th!" 

person hired by l I to | .... ^ McGINNISS 

stated ! ! is an extremely emotional type and appeared 

dramatically affected by the conviction of her brother. 


F urther 
the name of| 
neighbor's party, 


Ll- I met an individual by 

_Tat a next door 

a known "wise guy" according 
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BS 9A-4375 


to McGINNISS. M cGINNISS 
arrangements fori 


ultimat ely led to the meeting wltl 


planned f 
pled guilty, 
guilty | 


advised i 
_|to meetH 
ting witH 


t was f 


Iwtio made the 
which 


was convicted and 


MCGINNIS 


5 


] where unon the>v 


added 

was found not 

, I 


McGINNISS stated there are any number of people who do 
not wish to see this book in publication. : 


_ On 12/2/86, th e above ( related facts were presented to 

AUSA | I Springfield, Massachusetts, w hereupon he 

authorized a consentielrioni tnring device be placed on| 

phone. Further)_ I requested a number of interviews be 

conducted, so set out in Division leads. 


On 12/5/86. SAG authority requested/granted to install 
monitoring device^_phone instrument. 


p 
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DID_1 2 /Pift _Rnraail_Arrant*_arrnvi roH_annrnira 1_frnw 


LEADS 


It is requested all receiving offices expeditiously 
attempt to conduct requested interviews per request of AUSA 


this matter. 


in an effort to resolve issue of possible criminality in 


NEW YORK DIVISION 

AT NEW YORK. NEW- YORK 


Attempt to interview Attorney of MORTON 

L. JANKLOW ASSOCIATES, INC., 598 Madison Avenue, New York, New 
York 1QQ22. telephone 212-421-1700, regarding his conversation 
with a 1 — ~ 


b6 
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on 9/29/86, 


Attempt to interview Attorney 


__ of G.P. 

PUTNAM PUBLISHING COMPANY, 200 Madison Avenue, New York, New 


5 






BS 9A-4375 


York, regarding her conversation with a on 

10/17/86. 1 - 1 

LOS ANGELES DIVISION ' 

AT BURBANK. CALIFORNIA 

Attempt to interview I I NBC Mini-Series 

Produc tions, telephon e 818-840-4597 regarding her conversation 
with a | \ specific date unknown. 

NEW ORLEANS 

AT SHREVEPORT. LOUISIANA 

_ Attem pt to develop backg round data regarding I I 

l and I land through established 

intelligence base attempt to develop any information regarding 
above individuals subsequen t to the trial. New Orleans note 
McGINNISS advised I I has already been released from custody 

based on his plea arrangement with the NEW JERSEY PROSECUTOR'S 
OFFICE. 

NEWARK DIVISION 

AT RED BANK. NEW JERSEY 



continue efforts to attempt to fully identify[ 


6 * 
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April 24, 1986 


Dear 




Here it- is, with some names changed. I've added a few touches of 
te::ture and detail so you may want to scan it again. 

I could go into great detail about what will happen with the 
story from this point forward, but maybe it's better to see what 
the reaction is to this. Su ffice it to sav. things npt nrarinr 
and yrazisr, winding up with 

_ I (w^ o drove north in their] | 

~l pickup truck). living m tne| ^iouse, taking care 

of the during the trial. 

s? 

The big positive for ce in the sto rv. not mentioned in the 

traatrT:ant at alj - I I f.hn seei nrnennnf.nv r. ■> V-. — 


finally gets to t: 


__| the assistant prosecutor who 

He is an unreconstructed blue_ 


1 [ He despise s the Country Club set for its 

pretensions and treats T with open contempt. He stands 

for true morality and family values, i n opposition to the 
phoniness and hypocrisy personified by 


Beally J _| he is so colorful and hard-no sed, nobod y would 

believe him if I made him up. When he oets l Ion the stand 

at trial and bli^prg him with questions abou t| 

lin the weeks af ter I I 

while I ---1 

___I it's strong stuff. From 

the st artIworried that there wasn't any good guy in this story. 

| has taken care of that. 

I could give you ten pages just on his character and personality, 
hut wn n't f or now. But he'll - wind up as the star of the show: 

__I from | bringing the C ountry Club to 

ics knees and sending! I (who had once 

Done right, this whole thing will read as if Elmore Leonard had 
written Peyton Place. Except it's true. 
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APR 2 81986 
W. U l. 
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Vou can tell you're getting close to Toms River when the FM 
stations you set in the city begin to fade from your car radio. 
3i::ty miles down the Garden State Parkway from New York. Or 60 
miles due east from Philadelphia by two-lane road,lined with 
billboards for retirement communities: Leisure Village. Holiday 
City. Mystic Shores. It looks like the elephants' burying 
ground. But it's only fifty miles north of the Atlantic City 
gambling casinos. 


For 200 years Toms River was just a sleepy trading post at 
the edge of the Fine Barrens. Then developers swept across the 
marshlands like Hitler's army, throwing up the cheapest tract 
housing in the state. The population doubled, then doubled 
again. Most of the new arrivals were either senior citizens 
looking for a cheap place to retire or young couples fleeing the 
crime and high prices to the north. In the 1970s, Ocean County, 
hew Jersey, of which Toms River was the seat, grew faster than 
Crange County, California. 

If you were in business in Toms River during those years you 
didn't have to be a genius to make money. A lot of people got 
rich who never had been rich before. And because they were rich 
they started thinking they must be smart. They ’worked hard at 
stamping out their blue collar roots. A lot of Cadillacs were 
bought, a lot of wives drove all the way to Short Hills to shop 
at Biocmingdaie's, and a lot of back yards found room for 
swimming pools even though the ocean was less than ten miles 

5VJ5.V • 






* 

The town was not much to look at, with a 7-11 dominating 
the main intersection, but by 1384 Toms River was the kind of 
place that had changed the name of Long Swamp to Brookside in 
order to improve property values and where the Country Club 
members took themselves seriously even though they only had a 
nine-hole golf course to play on and even though they had only 
each other to look at on Saturday night. 


They were middle-aged and restless and bored. Too far from 
the cities to be hip but not far enough away to be oblivious. 
They watched "Lifestyles of The Rich and Famous" and felt that 
they were missing out on something. 


Cocaine livened things up. So did the casinos. So did 
spending the night with a spouse who was not your own. They 
laughed when they heard their town called Knott's Landing or 
Peyton Place. Everything's okay, they told themselves, no harm 
done. Just a little 'fun, we're all grown-ups, nobody gets hurt. 


Vntii the night in September of 1984 when Maria Marshall 
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i 

At first, the casinos were just one more place to look good. 
It meant a lot to □ and Maria to be recognized, pointed out, 


talked about. When the headwaiter at Harrah's remembered his 

l 

name it was the highlight of year. He only 

started gambling for higher stakes because you had to if you 
wanted preferential treatment. To be comped at the best 
restaurants, to get the best tickets for the shows, you had to 
put money on the table. And this was a guy to whom it really 

mattered. This was the way _defined himself. And he 

•was willing to pay for the bowing and scraping, even with money 
he didn't have. 


* -4 


then he 


b6 









She had moved to Toms River in 


_| (This was back 

before development, when there was only one high school in town) 


_| which]_ 

was not invited to join. They were all still in town, 25 yeaj 
later, and had | [ to get 
even. Or maybe just to rebel against the stifling atmosphere 
the small New Jersey town. 


She had also 


at the Country Club, and even with some who were 


considereo pretty dull. There was 


who was now 


r.ere was 


who owned 


above gathered 
and be seen. 


_| where all those mentioned 

I to compare notes and make deal 
























On her 


birthday, her husband 


who worked 


arranged a surprise 
He hired a couple of 


It was the wildest party anybody in Toms River had 


ever been seen. So wild that 


did, as did 


did not attend, although 
had it videotaped 


even made the society page of the Asbury Park Press. 


Jut that was 


Fun Fun Fun. She may have had a 


mundane job— 


—but she did a lot of things Maria Marshall, 


the Catholic doctor's daughter from an old Polish neighborhood in 
Philadelphia, would never do. Though how she ever got bored 


enough no start doing them with 


was something nobody 


in Toms River could understand. Maybe, after having lived 


across the street from 


for | "“[ years, 5 he looked 


upon him as the only challenge left in town. Or mavbe Maria, 
blonde and aloof, reminded her of I 






















































-s>~ 


But that would cost. 
e::otic than 


tastes were not only more 


but more expensive. She might move out on 


just for the fun of causing another scandal at the Club. 


But 


was not destined for 



all her lif 

e. Paris amused her, ai 

id 

Rio 

was fun, and she'd had a 

knew that somehow he 

great time 




would have to score big. 


There was no way he could afford 


Besides, 



. She knew about 



- but 

appearances meant as much to her as they did 

to him. 

This was a 


woman who used to put on jewelry and makeup to take her kids out 
to the school bus in the morning. You'd see her.pushing a cart 
at the Super Food Town dressed as if she'd just come from Henri 
Bendel. To Maria, looking bad was at least a crime if not a sin. 
And nothing looked worse, in Toms River, (where everyone secretly 
feared it could happen to them) than to be a 42-year old wife 
whose husband had just 
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But what if something serious were to happen to Maria? 
was an 

He had even had a lot of He thought about 

this. He thought about it a lot. As he thought, he began to 

One afternoon he even mentioned it | As a joke. 

Sort of. Just asking her if she knew anybody who 

_ Pillow talk, that's all it was, 

his lawyer would later say at the trial. 




She did, of course. 


In Toms Rive 


knew everybody 









ne::t door to a man named 


_| including those 

- n _ This was part of the thrill 

of living in Toms River: having a neighbor who was rumored to be 
in the Mob. 



_|had never been friends, but 

had done business together on numerous 


occasions and had many acquaintances in common. Like Sweet Lips 


Cicatelli, Sr.,who had been killed with the golf clubs. H 


e was a 


_| In many ways, despite its growth, Toms 

River was still just your basic small town. People knew people 
and eventually somebody would know somebody who could get 


were invited to the graduation 


narty that 


was throwing for 


not far 


























He was 
























But even a guy like 


couldn't always get what he 



and was more interested in showing 


























who knew he was 
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ne::t. 


so sh 
every 
seen. 


She had been confiding in friends that she was worried, that 
as acting strangely, that she didn't know what he might do 
But appearances were everything to her Toms River crowd, 
e put on her bracelets and necklace and earrings, as she did 
Thursday night, and went to the casino to see and to be 
_|the maitre d', presented her with a long 


stemmed red rose, as was his custom. And, as was her custom, she 
fell asleep on the front seat with her head in her husband's lap. 
She planned to be up at 6:30, to make breakfast fori 








story was that 


But the first cops at the scene saw 


and knew that 


story could not be true. And by ten o'clock the next 


morning, the private detective Maria had hired to tail her 


husband came forward with the whole story about[ 


And by 


the middle of the following week the prosecutor's office had 
learned of the insurance. And by the end of the week they had 
acquired the telephone records that showed the 
calls. 


no longer quite so confident, asked 



to represent him. And 


with much to 


loss if things went badly, agreed. (He was already lying awake 
nights, imagining the headlines: 


He was also the man who 



position by 


_| who had been appointed to his 

lbefore, and who had been 


anticipating, with some justification, for the past year, that 


any day now| 
to do ne::t. 


tried to decide what 













And 


tried to explain 


and the Country Club gossiped, 

and the Hobnob Lounge hummed, and the three teenaged sons of 
and Maria Marshall wondered whether 


Sometimes, even in a small town in the middle of Mew 


Jersey, life gets complicated. 






Morton LJanklow Associates, 

Literary Agents 

598 Madison Ave. Netv York, N. Y. 10022 
2121421-1700 

Cable: Jankramn Telex: 235272 


Inc 


November 4, 1986 


Dear 


We are the literary agents for Joe McGinniss. 

Mr. McGinniss has asked us to respond to your letter to 
him dated October 17, 1986. Mr. McGinniss is not interested 
in meeting with you, talking to you further or seeing or 
making any use whatsoever of your research. We thank you 
for your interest but there is simply nothing further to 
be discussed. 


Sincerely, 


BA/rjg 

cc: Mr. Joe McGinniss 




if 


I 


Mr. Joe McGinniss 
42 South Street 

Williams, Mass. 11267 October 17; 1986 


• Dear Joe: 


As an after-thought of our conversation today, I felt 
it was important to write you and let you know, more specifically 
on just how sincere I am. My proposal can only benefit you, and 
not harm you in any way. 


I have already mentioned to you, I have control over 


story, 


I've enclosed a copy of our agreement, for you to see for yourself 
why he gave me those rights. I realize that, "it's a free country, 
and I may do whatever I please", but Joe, you know as well as I do, 
perhaps even better than I do, that with this story there will be 
only one chance at it. The difference between you and I, is that, 
"you have the distribution and the publisher, and I do not". 


So with that in mind, and with.the incredible amount of field work 
that has already been done, it would be a crime to have it go to 
waste. Again I'm not looking for titles, and by having me on your 
side I would be able to smoothen any obstacles, that my arise later 
on, which of course Rob and family are very concerned about, especi¬ 
ally the boys. 
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Joe I can only implore you enough, anything that we can accomplish, 
can only enhance your book, and futhermore, any deal t hat vou feel 
is fair, between you and I, will only be going towards H next 

trial, and for the legal investigative work, to confirm what I have 
uncovered. 


I |will not persue any possible libel charges, later on, because 
he trusts my judgement in these matters, he knows I would never steer 
him wrong, he has tremendous faith in me. Once you have all the facts 
and still see him guilty, we won't complain, because at least we can 
say, "you had everything". 
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I sincerely wish you well, with this new work Joe, and despite what 
the future may bring us, I just hope that we could grow to at least 
be friends. 


Respectfully, 
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AGREEMENT 



It is hereby agreed by and between the parties aforesaid, 
that in c onsideration of services to be performed by 
hereinafter described, 


transfers and assigns his entire biographical rights 
(theatric al, literary, et c.) to 
to assist 


|hereby 


and agrees 

from this day forth in the preparation 
of a saleab le, original moti on picture screenplay based upon 

the life of_. It is expressly agreed that 

th is transfer and^ assignment of rights shall be exclusive 

and that said rights shall not be transferred 


to 


to any other individual, corporation or other entity, for 

a period of five years from the date of the signing of this 
agreement. 

It is further understood by and between the parties that 

shall be the sole author of said screenplay j 
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and shall have the right of sole exclusive artistic discretion 
and control in the portrayal and characterization of the 
subject of the screenplay, subject to the provisions set 
forth in Article III below. 


In consideration of the transfer of e xclusive rights as 
described above to said 


--- _| said |_| agrees 

to faithfully an d fairly depict the events in the life of 

_ it being understood that 

purpose in entering this agreement is to put the true story 
of the events leading to his imprisonment before the public. 
In furtherance of this end and in further consideration for 
the exclusi ve rights grante d to | | described 

previousl y, _agrees to consult with I 


|-1 on a regular basi s during the prep aration of th^ 

screenplay and agre es that| shall rlview^saiF 

screenplay prior to | | caplet ion o f any _ 

sale of said screenplay to any production company, 
further agrees that he will do all in his power as a writer to 
assure that said production company will adhere to the screenplay 
as written. It is, however, expressly understood that 

- shall be held harmless in the event that saic production 

company shall alter said s creenplay after th e rights to same 
are transferred to them by 

It is further understood that this agreement constitutes the 
entire understanding between the parties, and more particularly 
that the entire consideration supporting this agreement is set 
forth in Article III above. 


This agreement shall be construed in accordance with the Laws 
of the State of New Jersey. 















IN WITNESS WHEREOF the parties set their hands and seals 
the day and year set forth above. 



The above agreement consists of three typewritten pages, the 
first two pages of which have been signed in the left hand 
margin by the parties hereto. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription:12/10/86 
1 


»n December 5, 1986, Special Agent (SA)|_ 

installed a telpphonp mon itoring device on a 


teiennone. 

_ 1 1 Hgbod -Ho 1_ 1 

I 1 at the request of 

Assistant TTnitPd Statocs Attn*moy ^ ATT.QA jl 

1 _ 1 in an attempt 

p to monitor anv calls 

received Id; 
persons re; 

/1 1from| 

or| |or 

□resenting tnemseives as sucn. 


I I executed from FD-472 providing for 

consenual monitoring on his residence telephone. 


Invest igation on; 12/5/86 A^ Williamstown, Mass. File 9A-4375 -r jf 


by: SA 


]lsg 


Date dictated: 12/9/86 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are 
not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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SEARCHES _ 

Kffifi'JZED j®. 
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FILED wfo 







♦FD-302 (REV. 3-10-82) 

... - Sn. 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription. 


1/7/86 


1 


I 


1 date of birth f 


]was advised as 


to the official identity of the interviewing agent and the 
nature of the interview. | | then provided the following 

information: 


She is employed with NBC Productions as the 

is located 


at 4640 Lankershim Boulevard, 4th floor, Los Angeles, 
California, telephone (818) 840-4597. 


advised that two to three months ago 
(approximately mid -September a ccording to JOE MC GINNIS) 
man by the name of | 1 te lephone d! I at her 

office. | 1 


was upset and told [_ 


that he had excln- 


went 


sive rights to the story of the man in prison, 
on to say that since he had the exclusive rights, he did 
not want her wo rking on a mini-series concerning th e man in 

prison. _advised that she tried to explain to 

that she was not working on a mini- series, as that was not 


with in the perview of her position. [ 


told 


]stated that she 


that she would look in to the matter and let him 


know if. In fact, a mini-series was being done on such a 
topic. 


advised that the actual context ' of the 


telephone conversation between [_ _|and herself was very 

vague in her memory. She stated that the mo st vivid part 
of the conversation was the fact that ! I appeared to be 

very upset, and although he did not threaten her specifi¬ 
cally, the wav he pre sented himself was e nough of a threat 


to wor;ry her. [ 


^stated that she took 


1 call more 


seriously than she would other callers who call in and 
complain periodically. 


which had a 


]advised that£ 
area code. [_ 


s 


left a call-back number 
could not remember the 
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Investigation on. 


12 / 22/86 


.at 


Los Angeles, 


by. 


SA 


dkf 


California 


.Date dictated 


LA 9A- 8I53 

12/23/86 b6 

- b7C 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to you* agency; 
it and Us contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Continuation of FD-302 of 


n n 12/22/86 


b6 

b7C 


, Page 


entire telephone number and stated that she no longer had 
it written down. 


,_|stated 

She cont acted I 


that after teminatinq the 


Mini -Series and 

stated that} 


call with 
]°f 


__|of Mini-Series. 

l informed her that a mini-series 
bein g done concerning a man who was currently 
Jdid not recall exactly if they determined 
ject of the mi ni-seri es was, in fact, the same 
as the subject :(man).::thatt | | had mentioned, but | | 

stated ‘that they gl id determine that tfrft .snh~iecfr matter was 

told her that 


m facjfcj. 


was, 

in prison 
that the su 


identical. 
she would taKe 
information to 
is the author of 


went on to say that 
care of the matter , by passing o n the 
JOE MC GINNISS and] \ MC GINNISS 

andl "" 


the book covering the materia 
is the producer of the mini-series project. 


5 

O* 

1 


advised that she called 


back and told 


him that a project was being do ne on t he material he 


described. She further advised 


that it was up to 


a min i-senes. 
'response, 


gave 


the names o 


the publishing company, not the i ndividua l as to whether o'r 
not a book beco mes 
does not recall !" 
from him ag ain♦ [ 


stated that she 
but she never has heard 


did not re member whether or not she 
or 


stated that she heard from MC GINNISS and 



that 


,_|advise d that she did not believe she would 

recognize the voice of | | if she heard it again. She 


did say it sounded like a'stereo-typed voice from New Jersey 


// 


]expressed 


At the end of the interview, 
concern for her safety, should she have to testify in this 
matter. | 1 requested that her identity be protected, 

unless it was absolutely necessary to reveal it. 


did not provide any further information at 


this time. 
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TRANSMIT VIA: 


PRECEDENCE: 

' CLASSIFICATION: | 

j 

□ Teletype 

V 

P Immediate 

□ TOP SECRET 


□ Facsimile 


□ Priority 

□ SECRET 


Eel Airtel 


□ Routine 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 





□ UNCLASEFTO 





□ UNCLAS 





Date VVM 


TO: SAC, 

BOSTON 

(9A-4375) 




FROM: SAC, LOS ANGELES (9A-8153) (C-l) (RUC) 

RE: 


JOSEPH RALPH MC GINNISS-Victim; 
Possible Extorsion Matter; 

00: Boston 


Re Boston airtel to the Bureau, dated December 10, 1986. 
Enclosed for receiving off ice is the or iginal and one 


copy of an FD 302 of an interview of 




which took 


place on December 22, 1986. Also, enclosed are the agent's 
original interview notes from that interview. 



For information of Boston 


[was very vague 

11 

her recollection of the telephone ce 

ill betv 

reen_ 


m 

and 


herself which took place in mid-September. |_]advised that 

she just basically remembered that t he cont e xt: of t he telephone 

call was enough of a threat to worry_ stated during 

the interview that there was no specific threat, but the manner 
of the telephone call was threatening in nature. 

As there does not appear to be any further investigation 
required of Los Angeles at this time, this case is being placed 
in an RUC status. 




< 35 - Boston (9A-4375) (Eno. 3)«P 
1 - Los Angeles 
LGB/dkf 
(3) 


<*' 


- 1 *- 


qfl-43<Z5~ - 6 • -* 


SEARCHED 

INDEXED _ 

SERIALIZED_ 

_FILED 


JAM 1 5 193? 

losrcy. 


Approved 


: 



Transmitted 


c _ 

Cltofo ^ 302,) 

Per 
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(Number) (Time) 







Memorandum 




To 


From : 


Subject : 


Date 



POSSIBLE EXTORTION MATTER; 

(OOtBS) 

ReLAairtel to BS, 1/7/87. 

On 2/19/87, JOSEPH McGINNISS was recontacted at his 
residence, at which time McGINNISS advised he has received no 


IttUblicatipn of his booJc[; 


1 


_ Consensual monitoring equipment was retrieved and 

I I was advised of the fact auxiliary offices were 

requested to conduct interviews, which upon conclusion, will be 
furnished to the AUSA for prosecutive opinion. 

Investigation continuing. 
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2-Boston 

MJSrlsg 

( 2 ) 


=i - 7 


SEARCHED. 


INDEXED. 


smiAiizEo /Vfo t iled , 


FEB 2 6 1987 

TON 
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FBI 


TRANSMIT VIA: 

□ Teletype 

□ Facsimile 
0 AIRTEL 


PRECEDENCE: 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 

□ Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLASEFTO 

□ UNCLAS 

n*t* 2/18/87 


TO: y SAC, BOSTON (9A-4375)(SPRINGFIELD RA)(C-4) 


Mr 


SAC, NEW ORLEANS (9A-3624)(RUC) 


JOSEPH RALPH McGINNISS - VICTIM 
POSSIBLE EXTORTION MATTER 
00: BOSTON 


_ For the in formation of Boston \ _|and 

I are primary subjects in a series of approximately 
15 bank burglaries, 1 bank robbf>r>/and ot.hp-r rplafrgft mal-.^rs in at 

least a 3-state area,I_| This 

matter,|_| is still pending although no prosecution is 

anticipated based on current evidence. Also, these matters are at 
least two years old and some are due to expire on statute this year. 


trial 



is described as follows: 


Race: 

Sex: 

Date of Birth: 
Place of Birth: 
Height: 

Weight: 

Eyes: 

Hair: 


White 


p- Boston 
2- New Orleans 
(1- 9A-3624) 
GRB:dm 


Transmitted 


VJ 7$ 


smrchkl 


.) nemo. 


— 1 ScRM! * 

MAR 0 3 1987 



rc i _ 


Approved: 


(Number) (Time) 











NO 9A-3624 
GRB: dm 


Complexion: 

Social Security 
Account Number: 
Louisiana Driver's 
License Number: 
Occupation: 



after being I _ 

has returned to his residence, located 


elieved to be employed 
located near I 


criminal activi 


urported to be involved m planning 





has also allegedly been involved in 


act: 
accurate. 


Lthough the supporting inf ormation is believed 
mas never hppn convicted | 

is described as follows: 


Race: 

Sex: 

Dcite of Birth: 
Place of Birth: 
Height: 

Weight: 

Eyes: 

Hair: 

Tattoo: 


Social Security 
Account Number: 
FBI Number: 
Louisiana Driver's 
License Number: 
Occupation: 


White 


Residence: 


Telephone: 















NO 9A-3624 
GRB:dm 





Wife: 
Mother: 
Father: 
Sister: 
Brothers: 
Son: 
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_ Contact with New Orleans symbol sources close to 

_| have not indicated any thing rega rding possible extortion 

attempts or negative remarks by I I concerning films or 

book s about hi s case. No intelligence is available to indicate 
that | | is involved in any activity of this type. 

Contact with the City of Shreveport Poli ce Departm ent. 
Criminal .Intelligence Unit, was negative regarding I I and 
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New Orleans will consider this matter RUC. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of Transcription 
1/21/87 


[ 


]g. p. 


PUTNAM PUBLISHERS, 200 Madison Avenue, New York, New York, 
telephone number (212) 576-8825, was contacted and provided the 
following information to the interviewing Agents: 


_stated that on October 17, 1986, she received a 

vis-if at- H<ay offi ce from an individual who identified himself as 

lprovide d her with his telephone number 


as [ 


When [ 


]came to her office he indicated 
that he was interested in seeing her regarding a book that was to 
be' published by their 
She stated that I 
the name of[^ 


com 


©any and written by JOSEPH MC GINNISS. 

1 in dicated to her that an individual by 
Jhad entered into an agreement, verbal 


as we ll as writte n, regarding the rights of any s tory abo ut his 
life. | " |stated that he felt that because I land NBC 

television are preparing to publish a story regarding! 


that he sho uld he invo lved in some manner in thi s story. I 


stated that 


in an agreement with[ 


3 


led her to believe that he 


was 


]and felt that no other pu blication 


other than the one he was to write could be published. _ 

felt this way since he had a contract already existing with 
] and also he indicate ^that he was in possession of 


information which would prove 


innocent. 
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On the wholef 


... _ _, Istated that the purpose of 

]coming to see her was to tell he r that he had a contract 
ror tne~rights of any book about |~ l and this contract was 

with | | himself, and also to tell her that he’had 


information which would exonera te 


which he w as convicted. 


f 


of the charges with 


stated that she thereupon told 


that she was not the literary agent for MC GINNISS and 


[ 


she also felt that despite 


pressed[ 

Li . i- i- 


] other boo 


alleged contract vd_th 


the information tnac he had conce rning 
any book written about I I 


ks could be published on this topic. 

’ by indicating that it was v ery important that 

be considered in 
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Investigation o^ 1^/87 
By SAs 


at New York, 




and 

fcMC/kaj 


New York File # NY 9A-9612—^ 

Z>j'9/7Y3?<?~9 

Date Dictated 1/14/87' 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 
It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its 
contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


b6 

b7C 









4 


J i. 

*PD-302a(Rev. 11-15-83) 




Con t i nua t 
FD-302 of 


On 1/8/87 Page 2 


_ stated that she then told 

were interested in having anything change 


hook he sh ould contact 


manuscript of this 
attorney with 
MC GINNESS. She thereupon gave 
telepho ne number. Despite this 


houl 

l H 


t 


(that if he 
or added to the 
an 


iterarv agents 


for JO SEPH 

]address and 


_ _ _ t _ _ ,_jwas insistent that she 

1 review the paper s which he had brought to her regarding 


"to[ 


II 


Jdeclined to do this and again referred 


stated that during the interview withf 


she found him to be extremely respectful however she did not feel 
that his demeanor and language indicated that he was familiar with 
the literary publishing field or the legal field surrounding the 
publication of the book MC GINNESS was currently writing. She 
further stated that prior to this meeting she recalls she received 
a telephone call from an editor at G. P. PUTNAM (name unrecalled) 
telling her that JOSEPH MC GINNESS was quite upset because someone 
was trying to stop the publication of his current ; book. At this 
time she d id not have any information concerning 


_and 

appeared at her office, this was the first 


also, when_ 

time she had ever heard his name or seen him. 


3 


i 


]provided the following description of 


Race: 


White 
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Sex: Male 

Height: 

Age: 

Hair: 

Education: 
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Speaking 

Mannerisms: 
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Continuation of 
FD-302 of 


On 1/8/87 Page 3, 


Dress: 


Subsequent to her conve rsation with|_| 

telephonically conhactad l Ito a dvise h er that she had just 
had this conversation with I _| and that i ~l might be 
paying her a visit shortly. 






i 


* 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of Transcription 
1/21/87 


1 


|_ \ MORTON L. JANKLOW 

ASSOCIATES, 598 Madison Avenue, New York, New York, telephone 
number 421-1700, was contacted by the interviewing Agents and 
provided the following information: 


stated that she recalls sometime in September, 


1986, s he rece i ved a tel ephone call from an individual by the last 


f 


1 [ 


Jstated that she did not directly receive 


name of 

this telephone call but it was a message left for her bv her 


secretary. The message indicated that this individual,]_ | had 

information regarding the JOSEPH MC GINNISS book which was being 
considered for publication at this time. The note also indicated 
that t his information would be of great interest to her and that 
I I wanted to get in touch with MC GINNISS. 


_ stated that she did not recollect if there was a 

return telephone number on this message, however, she does _ 

recollec t relaying this message to her a ssociat e. | 

| again nor does she 

did in fact return this telephone call. 


| s tated that she n ever heard from 
recall if 


further stated that on October 17, 1986, she 


rece ived a telepho ne call from G. P. PUTNAM COMPANY, specifically 
froml 


indicating that an individual by the name of 
fnay be coming to visit he r regarding the 


MC GINNISS book. She further stated that_ 

to her office nor has she ever met or spoken to him. 


t 


3 


never did come 
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Date of transcription 
1/12/87 


|_| Attorney, MORTON L. JANKLOW ASSOCIATES, 

598 Madison Avenue, New York, rtew York, telephone number (212) 
421-1700, was contacted by the interviewing Agent and provided the 
following information: 


I_| stated that on September 29, 1986, he recollects 

th at he received a telephone call from an individual by the name 

°f| _I His recollection was refreshed by the fact that 

his secretary maintains a phone log for all incoming phone calls 
and that her notes reflect thi s phone call. The phone call came 
in at approximately 11:30 and I 1 stated he was not in his 

office at the time and a mes sage was left f or him to call the 
following number to speak to | I regarding the JOSEPH 

MC GUINESS book: The number was (201) 429-7770. 


stated t hat he did in fact contact a RAIMO at 
]indicat ed to him that he 


this telephone number and_ 

represents an individual by the name of 


agreement with a[ 


who has an 


] and hi s family granting him the 


rights to his life story. According to |_|intended 

to write a book concerning I H ife and, also according to 

had been pre viously co ntacted by JOSEPH MC GUINESS 


regarding his life story and | | refused this request. 

l stated that_suggested to him that 

MC GUINESS had no legal right to write the book concerning [ 


life. 


further stated that he had sent a letter 


to both PUTNAM PUBLISHERS and NBC to notify them that neither of 
them had any right to publis h a book or produce a program 


regarding 


life. 
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Continuation of 
interview of 


On 1/9/87 


Page 2 


According to 
under the impression that 

_ to write his life 

corporation could th erefor 
He thereupon a dvised l 
agreement with 


it 

sinceQ 


not preclude 
He indicated 
this matter, 
going to 
that it 


appeared to him that 

~~| had an agreement 
no other individual or 
a book concerning this 
fact he did have an 


was 

with 


story. 


story 

I publish 
that if in _ 

~"| regarding his life story this would 
anv other individual from writing a story on his own. 
to that there was no restrictions legally on 

At this time r I responded. "We_c£r±ainly are not 
let Joe McGuiness p ublish this book.” I J continued 

appeared to him that| I had the mistaken belief that he 

-- - - ‘ .. With 


had legal ri ghts in preve nting t he publication of this book, 
this in mind | | asked I I the follow ing que stion. "What 


you going to do 
do what we have 


about this?" 
to do." 


at this point 


responded, 


are 
"We'll 


__stated that he did not feel, at th ^s time, that 

was threatening him and continued to question 


regarding what leg al action would be taken concerning ms cu rrent 
position. T does not recall specifically what prompted I I 


to make the following remark, but he does recall this remark being 
made during the con versatio n: "Lawyers never have problems, only 
clients do." Again T I reiterated that he did not feel that 

this was a threat made to him at this time. 


To the best of his kn owledge, this was the full content 
of the conversati on he h ad with l I He continued by stating 

that listening to l I on the phone he could only describe his 

voic e as fr iendly and he further added that it did not seem to him 
that | I was an educated individual. 



always friendly and polite. 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 








NY 9A-9612 


Continuation of 
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Upon further review of his secre tary's telephone log 


does recall receiving a call from a 


October 1, 1986, and the message m erely stat ed that 


wished to speak to him concerning 
he never returned the phone call. 


1 on 


} According to[ 
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JOSEPH RALPH MCGINNISS-VICTIM; 

POSSIBLE EXTORTION MATTER 
(00:BS) 

ReBSairtel to the Director, dated 12/10/86. 

Enclosed for Boston are the original FD-302s reflecting 
interviews of the following individuals: 
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' Also enclosed for Boston are the original notes for 
these interviews. 

Inasmuch as all investigation at NY is completed, this 
matter is RUC'd. 


Q^Boston (Ends.) 
1-New York 
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Date of transcription: 6/10/87 

V 

1 


On June 9, 1987, Special Agent (SA),_ 

\ insta lled a telephone ninni trvHnrr Hpviro on -Hoi or-»V>i-.rio I 


listed to 


£ 


States Attorney (AUSA)[ 
Massachus etts 
~] from 


~l of t-K»/a t-amm 


pt of Assistant United 
Springfield, 


[ 


in an attempt to mnrvi-hnv anv rails by 


persons representing themselves as such. 


or 


•ill? 


. ,_, executed FD-472 providing for consenual 

monitoring on ms residence telephone. 


Inves tigation on: 6/9/87 A^r Williamstown, Mass. File 9A-4375 -IS 


by: SN 


jLsg 


Date dictated: 6/10/87 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are 
not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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U.S. Department of Justice 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 



J.F. Kennedy Federal Building 
Government Center 


Boston, Massachusetts 02203 


Honorable Frank L. McNamara, Jr. 
United States Attorney 
District of Massachusetts 
John W. McCormack Post Office 
& Courthouse, Room 1107 
Boston, Massachusetts 02109 



Possible Extortion Matter 


Dear Sir: 


This is to confirm a conversation on January 6, 1988, 
between A ssistant United States Attorney (AUSA) I I 

I Springfield . Massachusetts, and Special Agent (SA) 

' _ 1 of the Springfield, Massachusetts Resident 

Agency of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). 

In that conversation, AUSA l | was advised of the 

fact Joseph McGinniss had not been t elephonicallv co nt acted nor 
had he received any mail from either I 1 or | 

in the past few months concerni ng the publication of a book b eing 


In view of the above, AUSA I _ptated he was of 

the opinion no further investigative action was required at this 
time by the FBI. 

Very truly yours, 


3 - 


-Addressee 

-Boston 


MJS:lsg 
(3) ^ 




JAMES/F. AHEARN 
Special Agent in Charge 


Supervisory Special Agent 

"T3 SEAr.CE!)_ 

SERIALIZED en 



FILED 
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